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Kim Stanley Robinson's epic Mars trilogy proceeds with new characters and familiar ones. Robinson

is now comfortable in his role as planetary surveyor and scribe; his scientific capacity and artistic

bravery are equal to his first volume, Red Mars. New readers are introduced to those remaining

from the original 100 settlers to Mars, and are given the opportunity to explore the red planet from

pole to pole. Those familiar with the exploits of Maya, Sax, Ann, Nadia, and Coyote will be delighted

to see the evolving planet through their friends' eyes for a few thousand more miles of adventure

and another generation of time.Mars has experienced its first revolution and its people are now

recovering and reorganizing. Several political factions exist: the Reds, those committed to the

maintenance of Mars in its primal state, even if that means the expulsion of humans (the Reds were

responsible for one wave of the revolution); then there are the Greens, those dedicated to

terraformation and viriditas, life's natural pattern of growth and complexity... this group was driven

south and underground, and here we find most of the original 100 settlers; next are the

Transnationals, the Terran corporations that have spread to Mars (who unleashed a majority of the

destruction during the revolution); finally, there are waves of Emigrants who simply have no room

left on Earth, or wish to start a new life and family on Mars. Robinson's grasp of the political climate

is impressive, as he juggles so many realistic and human motivations. With patience, you will



discover the leaders and beliefs of all major groups (a welcome shift from sci-fi's traditional

cardboard political cutouts).But it's still a small world, the population split into only a handful of

communities, and the potential as great as ever.
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